
 

5th Grade 
Language Arts 

AKS/Objective: Students can compare and contrast two characters drawing on specific 
details and inferences from the text.  

Inference - a conclusion reached on the basis of evidence and reasoning. 

 

This means… 

I can explain how two characters are the 
same or different using details in the text.  

I can find specific details in the text to 
support my inferences about characters 

This looks like…  

Action 1: The student can talk or write about 
the similarities and differences between two 
characters, such as how characters interact.  

Action 2: The student can talk or write about 
their inferences made about characters, 
when comparing those characters. For 
example, how the characters are feeling the 
same or different about a situation or what 
motivates one character differently than 
another character.  

Action 3: The student can use details from 
the text to support their ideas 

 

Activity Title: Reading Think Aloud LEVEL: Proficient 

Materials needed: 

● a book of your child’s choice  

● small baggie  

● 6 small pieces of paper and a marker to draw the visual icons (see picture below)  

●  writing journal (composition notebook, spiral notebook, some paper stapled together) 
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Card Actions:  

 

Think: One person says aloud what they are thinking. 

 

Talk: Parent and child turn and talk to each other about the stop. Both 
people say something.  

 

 

Act it Out: Act out the scene or the character’s reaction  

 

 

Sketch: Draw a quick sketch of what you are seeing in your mind as 
you are reading the story. 

 

 

Stop and Jot: Stop and write your thinking in a journal, on a sticky 
note, or on a bookmark. 

 

 

Directions:  
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1. Before reading, explain to your child that it is important to think aloud as you read. Show your 

child the picture icons (see visual above) and ask them to draw their own with paper and 
marker. Have them put the finished pictures in the baggie and shake them up. 

2. Have your child begin reading the chosen book to you. 

3. Stop them at various points and choose a piece of paper from the baggie. Ask them a question 
based on the icon. For example: If they choose the picture that says “Think”, ask your child, “In 
{Title of the book}, how is (choose a character from the book) different from other characters? 
“Ask your child to jot their thoughts down on some paper, or discuss aloud with you.   

4. Return to the story having your child continue to read aloud. After several minutes, ask 
your child to pick another picture out of the baggie. Continue to ask your child questions 
about the text. They must respond by following the directions on the picture. 

5. Additional questions to continue the activity: 

a. What is one difference between ___________ and ___________? 

b. What is another difference between ___________ and ___________? 

c. In what way are ___________ and ___________ alike? 

d. Which word best describes ___________ at the end of the passage? 

e. How are ___________ and ___________ different from other characters? 

f. How is ___________ similar to ___________? 

g. What can the reader tell about ___________ at the end of the passage? 

 

If the activity is too hard, try this:  

Option 1 - Directions 

1. Use “Would You Rather…?” questions to help your child compare and contrast the main 
characters in the book. Be sure to have your child use details from the book to explain the 
“whys” of choices made. Example of “Would You Rather…?” Questions: 

a. Would you rather invite __________ (character 1) or ______________ (character 2) 
over    for a play date? Why? 

b. Would you rather be friends with __________ (character 1) or ____________ 
(character 2)? Why? 

c. Would you rather solve the problem that _____ (character 1) faced or the problem 
that _____ (character 2) faced? Why? 

d. Would you rather change the behavior/character trait of ___________ (character 1) or 
of _______________ (character 2)? Why? 

a. What is one difference between  (blank)_ and _(blank)_?

b. What is another difference between _(blank)_ and _(blank)_?

c. In what way are _(blank)_ and _(blank)_ alike?

d. Which word best describes _(blank)_ at the end of the passage?

e. How are _(blank)_ and _(blank)_ different from other characters?

f. How is _(blank)_ similar to _(blank)_?
g. What can the reader tell about _(blank)_ at the end of the passage?
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(https://teachingmadepractical.com/using-would-you-rather-questions-to-compare-and-contra

st/) 

 

 

Option 2 - Directions 

1. Before reading the book together, read the blurb or back of the book and look closely at 
the cover. You can also flip through the book to discover any maps or illustrations that 
go along with the story. Discuss with your child: 

2. What does the title (cover artwork, illustrations) tell you about possible characters 
(setting, genre, audience)? Why do you think this? How do you think the main character 
will be different from other characters in the book? What makes you say this? 
(https://www.literacyideas.com/teaching-inference) 

3. Have your child compare/contrast themselves with a character from the book by 
completing a table that allows them to see similarities and differences between 
themselves and the book character. 

  My Name  Character 
Name 

Questions to 
Answer 

 

Family      How are you 
alike? 

 

Character Traits      How are you 
different? 

 

Activities Enjoyed        

Background       

https://teachingmadepractical.com/compare-contrast-activities/ 

If the activity is too easy, try this:  

Option 1 - Directions 

1. Have the child read the book and answer the questions alone in a writing journal. 

2. Time for Journal Work: 

https://teachingmadepractical.com/using-would-you-rather-questions-to-compare-and-contrast/
https://www.literacyideas.com/teaching-inference
https://teachingmadepractical.com/compare-contrast-activities/
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Remember: An inference is a conclusion you draw based on your own reasoning and evidence 

found in a text. 

3. In your own words, describe three clues you found in the text that led you to make an 
inference. Write these in your journal. 

4. Record (write) two quotes from the text that support your inference. Include page 
numbers for each quote. 

5. Based on the evidence from the above two activities, write one inference as a complete 
sentence. (Example: I think...because… OR I inferred...because…)  

Option 2 – Directions 

1. Have the child read the book and answer the questions alone in a writing journal. 

Time for Journal Work: 

Remember: An inference is a conclusion you draw based on your own reasoning and evidence 
found in a text. 

2. In your own words, describe three clues you found in the text that led you to make an 
inference. Write these in your journal. 

3. Record (write) two quotes from the text that support your inference. Include page 
numbers for each quote. 

4. Based on the evidence from the above two activities, write one inference as a complete 
sentence. (Example: I think...because… OR I inferred...because…) 

5. How would the story change if the setting (place) were different? Can you reimagine the 
story in a different setting? How might the characters change? 

6. Let’s create a graphic or comic strip: 

1. What surprises you? 

 

 

 

 

2. What is different 
about how your 
character treats 
another character? 

3. What is the same 
about how your 
character treats 
another character? 

4. What do you want to say to that 
character? 

 

 

5. What advice would you give to the 
character? 

             Begin with: You should…. 

7. Find a spot or area in the story where one of your characters surprises you and create 

the first box of your comic strip. 
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8. Notice how the character is treating another character. What is different? What is the 
same? Fill in the next two boxes of your comic strip.  

9. What would you tell that character? Fill in the 4th box of your comic strip.  

10. Write the advice you would give. Start your sentence with “You should…” This is your fifth 
box of your comic strip. 

11. Based on the advice you gave, what might YOU learn from this story? After this story, I 
learned 
________________________________________________________________________________
. Write this under your comic strip, and then give your comic strip a title. 

If the activity is just right, try this:  

Option 1 - Directions 

1. Think of some different ways (categories) you might compare two characters in the same 
text.  For example you can compare characters based on traits, families, reactions to big 
events, feelings, likes, and dislikes.  

2. Write each category on a card.  

3. After reading, take turns pulling cards to compare two characters in the book.  

4. If the card category says, ‘reactions to a big event,’ then you would choose two characters 
from the book and compare/contrast their reactions to an event that happened. 

Option 2 - Directions 

1. In your writing journal, please answer the following question.  

a. “Which character did you like the most?  Why?” Ex. I liked _____________ the most 
because 

Option 3- Directions 

1. Take turns reading the book with your child and answering the questions to model the 
“Think Aloud” Process.  

2. Stop at the end of each chapter or after a big event in the story and think aloud about two 
characters.  

a. How are they the same? How are they different? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a. “Which character did you like the most? Why?” Ex. I liked _(fill in blank)_ the most because


